
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



202 HARVARD THEOLOGICAL REVIEW 

in Spiritualism insists that only such as have had actual personal 
experience with these phenomena and are familiar with nuances 
which cannot be reported are competent to an opinion, and the claim 
must be an awkward one for theologians who maintain that their 
science rests upon immediate experience. But there are others who 
cannot bring themselves to psychologize upon a mother's grave, who 
know full well that if in a seance a mother's spirit should appear to 
be commimicating, cool judgment would be completely overborne by 
loving emotion, and such persons must be convinced by published 
reports. Most of these persons probably feel that, in all the circum- 
stances, a verdict of not proven is the only one they can honestly 
render; the evidence is not strong enough for full acceptance, but 
it is too strong for flat denial. Yet they may believe in immortality 
nevertheless, for there may well be survival without communica- 
tion, although of course proved communication would demonstrate 
survival. 

W. W. Fenn. 
Harvard Univeksitt. 
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Of the making of books on preaching there is no end, perhaps be- 
cause there is no standard treatise on Homiletics which dominates 
the field. Furthermore, since the voice from the pulpit must speak 
to each generation in the manner to which it will listen gladly, it is 
essential that the preacher's emphasis and form should change and 
grow from decade to decade. 

Among recent books on Homiletics those of Professor Hoyt are 
well known and useful. His treatise. The Work of Preaching, first 
appeared in 1905, but in its present form a good deal of new material 
has been added. The volume is well arranged and suggestive, and has 
been written out of a large experience and wide study of the sub- 
ject. His advice to the young preacher is eminently practical, and 
he supplements his own words by convenient references to a few of 
the older books upon the subject. 
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In Vital Elements of Preaching he has written for those who have 
aheady begun to preach. The book is one which many a minister 
could read and ponder with profit, particularly those chapters which 
deal with " The Preacher of this Age," and with preaching for special 
groups or occasions. The two books cover somewhat the same ground 
and have more or less common material, especially in the way of 
illustrations. 

In Psychology and Preaching Professor Gardner of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville has undertaken to do 
for preachers what volumes on educational psychology have done 
for teachers. He begins by discussing the general mental processes, 
goes on to a review of the phenomena of feeling, belief, attention, and 
suggestion, and concludes with a discussion of the psychology of 
groups as seen in assembhes, occupational types, and in " the modern 
mind." The best chapters in the book are those on " Assemblies " 
and " Mental Epidemics," which have many useful suggestions of 
advice and warning for the preacher. Indeed the whole theme of 
the book is one which has received relatively little attention from 
preachers or from teachers of Homiletics, who may well be grateful 
to Professor Gardner for his discussion of the subject. What he has 
done, however, is but to give a psychological analysis of the factors 
which the great preachers of all ages have instinctively felt and acted 
upon. Consequently there is httle in his book that is new for the 
reader who has had any training in psychology or for the preacher 
who has studied his art with care and discrimination. It must further- 
more be said that the first half of the book is rather dry and technical 
and that a volume half the size would have held the meat of what 
Professor Gardner has to say. 

And could not the whole subject be most satisfactorily dealt with 
in a book on Homiletics which should state — as few books on 
Homiletics have done — the psychological bases for the methods 
taught ? 

The War and Preaching is the forty-fifth series of the Lyman 
Beecher Lectures on Preaching at Yale — that remarkable founda- 
tion which has given to the world so many admirable contributions 
to the study of Homiletics. Dr. Kelman, at the time minister of St. 
George's Free Chtu-ch, Edinburgh, but now of New York, has wisely 
refrained from attempting any formal treatise on a subject already 
so fully dealt with. Instead he has undertaken to interpret the work 
of the preacher in the lurid light of the war, of which he himself saw 
much at close quarters. The result is a modest volume, rather dis- 
cursive, but fidl of charm and suggestion, due to the clarity of the 
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author's style, his wide outlook upon the world, and the moving ex- 
periences through which he has passed. Every minister would profit 
by his lectittes entitled " Then Came the War," and " The Soldiers' 
Creed; " but indeed the whole book abounds in passages weighted 
with suggestions for the alert preacher, who seldom finds a vein so 
heavily loaded with ore. 

Henbt Wilder Foote. 
Habvabd Univeksity. 



